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in an increase in the salaries of officials. A Loan Commission
went to the United States and put fresh life into the negotiations
for a large stabilization loan which had been proceeding for some
months.
ASSASSINATION OF VOIKOFF
Poland's relations with Soviet Russia suddenly became strained
when Voikoif, Soviet Minister in Warsaw, was assassinated at
Warsaw railway station on June 7, 1927, by a young Russian
emigre called Koverda. Shortly before this event, for which the
Polish Government hastened to express its regret to the Soviet
Government, Great Britain had broken off relations with Moscow,
and the Soviet was in an angry mood. Only a short time before
it had felt itself strong enough to suggest the signing of Pacts
of Non-Aggression with Poland and other Baltic States. It now
seized on Voikoff's assassination as an opportunity to reassert
itself, and addressed a Note to Warsaw stating that Poland must
be held responsible for the outrage, as she harboured Russian
counter-revolutionaries in her territory. The Polish Government
replied that it was horrified by the assassination, but pointed out
that in affording asylum to emigres of various nationalities Poland
followed international usage; on the other hand, she did not permit
the existence on her territory of organizations directed against
foreign States. Poland refused to accept responsibility, particularly
as Voikoff had declined the personal protection she had offered
him. More Notes were exchanged. Poland offered to give money
compensation to the family of Voikoff, but the offer was rejected.
The assassin was put on his trial, found guilty, and sentenced to
life imprisonment—afterwards reduced to 15 years' imprisonment
on account of his youth.
the "constitutional struggle"
An extraordinary session of Parliament was held in June to consider
a Socialist amendment to the Constitution providing that the
Seym had the right to dissolve itself on its own authority. The
Seym passed it by 189 votes to 10, with 26 abstentions, but when
it came before the Senate in July it met with a summary fate,

